
From: R.Hoggard@lse.ac.uk
To: secretary-general@slseaa.ch
Cc: Z.Povoas@lse.ac.uk
Subject: URGENT for Mr Marcel Bigger
Date: 08 December 2014 11:01:59

Dear Mr Bigger,
 
Please allow me to introduce myself as the acting head of LSE’s Governance, Legal and Policy
 Division.
 
I am writing to you on a matter of importance to LSE which has not so far been amenable to a
 constructive solution. We understand that you have applied to register the “Swiss LSE Alumni
 Association” under Swiss trade mark regulations. In addition, you are using this name, and the
 logo of LSE, on a website at www.slseaa.ch.
 
As you know from conversations between yourself, officers of the SLSEAA, the School and the
 Alumni Association, recognition of the “Swiss LSE Alumni Association” as an official national
 alumni association of the School has been withdrawn.  This follows protracted discussions over
 many years, including a visit to you and SLSEAA Officers in July 2014 by Professor George
 Gaskell, Pro-Director, and Patrick Mears, Chairman of the LSE Alumni Association.
 
The name and logo of LSE may not be used by any person or organisation except by explicit
 agreement of the School. For the avoidance of doubt: you have no permission to continue using
 the School’s name and logo.
 
It is of particular concern that the “Swiss LSE Alumni Association” appears to solicit membership
 dues and donations by mis-representing itself as representative of LSE.
 
We regret that in a telephone conversation on 4 December 2014 with Zoe Povoas, Head of
 Alumni Relations at LSE, you chose not to take the opportunity offered to resolve this matter
 amicably, which would enable the School to issue communications relating to the status of the
 “Swiss LSE Alumni Association” in a positive tone.
 
I should be grateful if, without delay and by Monday 15 December 2014 at the latest, you would:
 

-        withdraw the trade mark application mentioned above;
-        take down the website at www.slseaa.ch;
-        cease and desist from using the logo of LSE in any way whatsoever; and
-        cease and desist from using the name of LSE in any way whatsoever, except in respect of

 your personal status as an alumnus of the School.
 
If you do not comply with these requests, which are being made in extremis after repeated
 fruitless discussion, I regret to say that the School will be forced to actively publicise to all
 alumni in Switzerland and to others in the School and alumni community as appropriate the fact
 that neither you nor the “Swiss LSE Alumni Association” has any status in respect of a recognised
 LSE alumni association, and to recommend that no membership dues, donations or other
 monies intended for the benefit of the School or its alumni be directed to you or to the “Swiss
 LSE Alumni Association” in future. In addition, the School will be forced to consider the options
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 in respect of protection of the LSE logo under the relevant legal provisions.
 
Thank you.
 
 
Robin Hoggard 
Director of Government Relations 
London School of Economics and Political Science 
Houghton Street, London WC2A 2AE, UK 
Tel: +44-(0)20-7955-7061 
Mob: +44-(0)7912-774-682
 

Please access the attached hyperlink for an important electronic communications
 disclaimer: http://lse.ac.uk/emailDisclaimer


