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Dear Member, 
 
We had a very successful year, setting a new record of 20 events held throughout Switzerland to 
bring our total to over 160 events since our foundation. Several unique and exciting events are 
coming up in Spring 2015. We hope that you will be able to join us for some of them. Additionally, 
we have expanded our portfolio of member benefits and services significantly. As announced on 20 
October, you will soon receive information in the postal mail with regard to our latest coup. With 
580 members, we are already one of the largest national LSE alumni organisations worldwide and 
are expected to surpass the magical 600-member mark again next year. 
 
Please find enclosed the second response from the School, the first in writing ever received. Its 
content and tone speak for themselves. Decency and reasonableness are cornerstones of 
relationships. Hence, the Association will continue to passively and quietly observe the goings-on 
in London. We will continue to be open to dialogue, as expressed in our letter of 28 October 2014, 
and will continue to support the faculty and students of the School towards our 3rd decade and 
beyond. Our Association is an independent Swiss membership organisation, and neither the 
Association nor its members are an extended arm of the School administration willing to be bullied 
around. At this point, we would just like to correct some of the many false statements from the 
School administration regarding our Association: 
 
The School administration is wrong to allege that we had "protracted discussions over many 
years". We had no substantive discussions at all. In the last 5 years our General Secretariat 
received 89 incoming communications (not part of mass mailings) from the former Office of 
Development and Alumni Relations, now LSE Advancement, mostly regarding event marketing 
and participation. None contained charges of alleged wrong-doing or information indicating that we 
may be "de-recognized". Our Secretary General visited the School in September 2013 for the 
biennial LSE Alumni Leadership Forum and met briefly with Charlotte Armah, the Head of Alumni 
Relations at the time. The 4th Pan-European LSE Alumni Outing was discussed and an invitation to 
visit Switzerland was extended to the new Director. Out of courtesy, Charlotte was also informed 
about our difficulties with members whose dues payments were in arrears and told that, for the first 
time in our history, we planned to expel members in 2014 who had failed to pay their dues over 
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many years (all with debts above CHF 200, most above CHF 300) and with whom we had 
completely lost contact. No mention was made by any staff that the School may take action against 
our Association. 
 
The School startled us on 10 July 2014 with news that the SLSEAA had been "de-recognized" some 
time ago. Since the School’s messengers could not provide further details, less than a week later we 
sent two envoys to the School to find out why we had been de-recognised and to report back to the 
membership. Our informed response was put in writing on 28 October 2014, intended to open up 
discussions on the salient topics. 
 
The School responded through a brief phone call on 4 December 2014 and by e-mail on 8 
December 2014, their first written communication since the start of this matter, with an assortment 
of one-sided demands and threats. We envisage "fruitful discussions" to be something completely 
different. 
 
The School administration is wrong to imply that we collect "membership dues, donations or 
other monies intended for the benefit of the School". We collect dues from our members to fund 
activities, benefits and services for the advantage of our 580 members and the approximately 800 
non-member LSE alumnae and alumni who we welcome to our events. During our 16-year history, 
we have only once raised funds for the School, indirectly through our 5 Year Jubilee Campaign in 
2003/2004. Members made a collective donation of the equivalent of CHF 26'000 to the School, 
and the School, under different management, acknowledged our gift by naming a "Swiss Alumnae 
and Alumni Group Study Room" in the new library. Since then, we have not done, nor plan to do, 
any other fund-raising for the School. 
 
The School administration is wrong to claim that the Association "solicits membership dues 
and donations by misrepresenting itself as a representative of the LSE". In all of its activities, 
the Association presents itself under its own name. The Association recruits its members. The 
Association extends invitations to events. The Association provides services. The Association 
negotiates benefits. The Association collects dues from its members. The Association establishes a 
scholarship foundation. 
 
The School administration erroneously believes that the Association has been presented with 
an "opportunity … to resolve this matter amicably". We did not receive a response to the 
specific proposals we presented in our letter of 28 October 2014 and the School did not take up the 
offer of our Secretary General to travel to London. Moreover, we are still unsure what the exact 
charges of wrong-doing against the Association actually are. 
 
If you would like to comment on, or have any questions about, the School administration's first or 
second responses, you can reach me by e-mail (secretary-general@slseaa.ch) or by phone (079 124 
65 40). Feedback received will be continuously added to the questions and answers under URL: 
 
http://www.slseaa.ch/bilateral/ 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Marcel Bigger 
Secretary General 
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